DEFENDING THE HOME COUNTRY     61

nerves had been trained to steadiness at Fort
Donelson, Shiloh, Pea Ridge, siege of Vicks-
burg and other fields, made glorious by their
valor." The force under Colonel Weaver fol-
lowed the trail until midnight, when they were
in Missouri, five miles behind the raiders.
Finding it impossible to overtake them, "they
reluctantly retraced their steps homeward,''

Preparations were made for the defense of
the county seat. Rumors came that the Con-
federate army was on the western '' side of the
Missouri river; the valley of the Des Moines,
with its immense supplies of provisions and
forage, was surely [its] destination unless met
and driven back by the federal army . s . . .
The inhabitants of the county were fully
aroused to the importance of the occasion;
companies, armed and unarmed, were called
out, and performed cheerfully the guard and
patrol duties assigned them."

An order was issued by the Governor's aid-
de-camp "to Col. "Weaver, instructing him to
take command of the entire militia forces of
the county, and to put as many men on duty on
the border as he thought the public safety re-
quired. One hundred mounted men and two
commissioned officers were detailed by the
Colonel, and assigned to duty along the south
line of the county, with instructions to patrol